
October 15, 2009

Public Session, Portland, Oregon

Meeting began at 0810

Attendees can be seen by clicking here.
1.  Welcome and Introductions:
Jeff Christensen, ODEQ greeted everyone, and introduced himself as the vice co-chair.  Mr. Christensen highlighted some of the agenda items noting that he and Capt. Fred Meyer, USCG Sector Portland Captain of the Port (COTP) created the agenda for today’s meeting.

Michael Heumann, OR Public Heath did a brief talk about using the webinar for the first time for this meeting.  He shared how this was going to help involve more people over time.

Capt Fred Meyer introduced himself and talked about what he’s looking forward to in the agenda, and introduced his present staff.

Calvin Terada, EPA introduced himself as the new Co-Chair for the NWAC.

Capt Englebert, USCG Sector Seattle introduced herself as the COPT for Puget Sound, and thanked Oregon for hosting this meeting. 

Then everyone went around the room and introduced themselves.
2.  RRT/NW Area Committee and NW Area contingency Plan Overview

Heather Parker, USCG District 13 gave a brief overview of the National Response system.  Ms. Parker differentiated between the Local, Regional and Federal levels, she defined what FOSC responsibilities were, what the RRT is, and what the NWAC is.  Ms. Parker gave a brief description of the plan, she defined GRPs and how they are used.  Ms. Parker also talked about the steering committee and how the work groups coincide and flow within the group.  Click here to see presentation.
3.  What’s new with the NWACP (The Plan):

Josie Clark, EPA handed out a copy of The Plan for everyone to review and pass around.  Ms. Clark explained that every year since 1993 the plan has been revised and she explained that they are trying to streamline The Plan and making it easier to read and use.  Ms. Clark talked about the visions for a new plan, with 2 volumes, and what the content would entail.   Ms. Clark noted some content they would like to add, things such as Volunteer Management, Shoreline Manual and more.  Click here to see her presentation.
4.  Oregon Incident Management Teams:

Randy Simpson, Oregon State Fire Marshall gave a brief introduction to the structure of the County Level Fire department and then did a presentation about the City of Vernonia,   Nehalem River and Tributaries. The flood in Vernonia affected 700 homes as the water was almost 8 feet deep in places.  He showed a Google presentation that had all the ICM stations on it, with an outline of the flooding area.  He shared his personal experiences and lessons learned from the spill and positive outcomes.  Click here to see his presentation.
5.  OSC reports:
OR DEQ-Jeff Christensen stood in for another State OSC.  Mr. Christensen updated the group that there are now 4 OSC’s for Oregon.  Mr. Christensen then gave a presentation on a pesticide dump in Milton-Freewater, OR.  Click here to see presentation.
Ray Hoy, OSC presented on an Asphalt Spill on July 8th, 2009.  A tanker truck rolled over, spilling nearly 3,000 gallons of Asphalt Oil, 1500 of which reached the McCord Creek. Click here to see presentations.
USCG SECTOR PORTLAND: Shaun Edwards, USCG Sector Portland noted significant incidents.  One was the tug and barge grounding (The Chief and The New Dawn).  The other one was the Fishing Vessel (F/V) the Lori Ann on Nye Beach, OR where minimal Diesel was spilled.  Next was the Vessel Fire on the F/V Portlock, on which only 2 persons on board.  Those people were saved, and the vessel was shot and sunk by the USCG.  Edwards also discussed a harbor tub, at the Schnitzer Steel facility, where only approximately 50 gallons were released.  Edwards discussed other sector activities that can be seen by clicking here.
EPA: Richard Franklin, OSC from the Portland, OR office.   He stated they’ve already had 10 responses this quarter.  Mr. Franklin discussed an issue at the NW Docks and Water works diesel spill in ID, an incident at Kramer’s Marina in Lake Pend Oreille, ID, a Twin Falls Mercury Spill in ID and another incident at OZ Technologies in Rathdrum, ID.  Responses in Oregon consisted of the Granite NW Asphalt Tanker spill that was discussed during Ray Hoy’s speech above, also the incident of Tidewaters New Dawn Grounding, and industrial Oil in Klamath falls, OR.  In Washington there was a ricin incident in Everett.  To see the presentation click here.  

SECTOR SEATTLE:  LT CMDR Wade Gough gave a brief presentation on things in their sector, including 499 oils spills, the F/V Anna J Sinking at San Juan Island, WA with a potential for 400-550 gallons of oil, and F/V Lady Phyl at Neah Bay Harbor that was considered derelict was towed to PA and destroyed.  For more information click here.
WA DOE:   Mark Layman, WA DOE spill response team, supervisor for Eastern Washington presented.  Mr. Layman provided an update on three incidents that had occurred, first being the Steilacoom Marina Fire, then the HWY 410 Slide, and then the Beebe Bridge Truck Wreck. To see the presentation click here.
6.  Oregon LEPCs:
Terry Wolfe, Oregon Office of the State Fire Marshall gave a brief history of LEPC’s and how they started, and how they’ve molded to become what they are now.  Terry stated that when they invited state agencies to come and sit in at the the LEPC’s meetings, they begin to feel more important, feeling more sense of ownership, and are therefore expanding to be able to cover more.  Plus the LEPC’s are showing more cooperation with the state agencies.  Click here to see the presentation.  

7.  Oregon 102nd Civil Support team (CST):

Lt Colonel Lance Englet, Oregon National Guard presented.  There are 22 personnel on a CST.  They are the same across the states.  They are non-deployable to other countries.  They have communication specialists on staff full time that are highly trained.  The analytical laboratory system comes with 3 fully trained people, capabilities are shown in presentation.  He highlighted that there is a process for calling out the CST, you can’t just directly call them, you must go through the OERS.  Click here to see the presentation.
8.  NEW DAWN BARGE GROUNDING:

Sam Pounds, Tidewater started out introducing basic barge terminology, why barges are towed the way they are and what is lightering.  Lightering is the process of transferring cargo between vessels.  He also gave an incident summary of the New Dawn grounding and he listed corrective actions.  Since the incident they’ve noticed that there are other un-identified hazards in the Columbia River.  Mr. Pounds also noted there was a webcam that could view the barge during the response. To see Mr. Pounds presentation click here.
Shaun Edwards, USCG gave a brief presentation depicting a timeline of the coast guard response.  Click here to see that timeline. 

Richard Franklin, EPA also did a presentation on the New Dawn Barge Grounding that gave an EPA timeline to the response.  Please click here to see presentation.
9.  Radiation response in Oregon:

Justin Spence, Oregon Public Heath Division (OPHD) gave a presentation outlining the details of a radiation leak at Schnitzer steel and listed all the agencies involved.    Mr. Spence also told the group about future plans with technology for radiation responses.

Mr. Spence also talked about a Highway RAM spill.  He gave a summary of the issue, the OPHD was told it was a minor fender bender, and that nothing leaked.  However, they sent along a readout of Radiation readings.  Which RAM levels were noted to be high.  Due to the snow they didn’t get out to the scene for a week.  Mr. Spence invited all the agencies to get a hold of him to run practice drills, that they were very interested.  Please click here to see his presentation.
10.  NEW CARISSA: 
Joint presentation can be seen by clicking here.
Mike Zollitsch did an introduction for this presentation.  He gave a timeline of the New Carissa response that was an old grounding incident.  This presentation really showed how differently incidents were handled 10 years ago. 

Preston Sleeger, DOI gave a presentation on more of the operational information.  Preston shared that where the ship grounded was along BLM land, and BLM had the only roads to get there, he shared the challenges they faced, and the information such as staging areas and the different agencies involved to help get by all these challenges.   Discussion ensued about personal experiences and memories of the situation.

Garrett Wickham, ODEQ talked about the stern removal.  It was awarded to Schnitzer steel.  He showed the Proposed plan for salvage which can be seen in the presentation link above.  Mr. Wickham also showed detailed pictures of the hydraulic rams and feet for the barge.  Mr. Wickham shared with the group that the company was very open to the media during the salvage process as well as very responsible in keeping things cleaned up and that this project was 100% OSHA covered.  They passed almost perfectly.

Mike Kennedy, Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians of Oregon

Did a presentation on the Murrelet Restoration Project from the New Carissa.  The Murrelet is listed as a Threatened Species due to loss of habitat.    Mr. Kennedy shared that the New Carissa was responsible for just over 200 Murrelets’ deaths.  Mr. Kennedy went on to share about how the land has been acquired and how the group plans on keeping it going and making it a more desirable place for Murrelet nesting.  To see his individual presentation please click here.
11. Pacific Strike Team

LTJG Chris Kimrey, USCG Pacific Strike Team presented.  He gave a presentation on Response AOR, Team Capabilities such as oil and chemical lightering and stated the NSF is an element of the NCP.  He reviewed some of the responses that the Pacific Strike Team had worked on including the typhoon in the America Somoa.  Click here to see the presentation.
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