EQUIPMENT WORK GROUP

October 30, 1992

A work group consisting of federal, state, oil spill cooperatives and private industry cleanup contractors has joined together to review oil spill cleanup abatement equipment, oil boom, sorbents and other products.

The purpose of this group is to provide vendors, inventors and persons with conceptual ideas a platform where they can display, demonstrate or discuss new cleanup methods and equipment, which is currently not in use or listed in the World Catalog of Oil Pollution Equipment.

This group has no official capacity nor is it sanctioned by any entity, federal, state or private industry.  It does, however, bring together a vast amount of experience and knowledge involving oil spills cleanup, management, equipment, and federal and state regulations and environmental issues which adds credibility to this work group.

The work group will not make recommendations, provide testimonials, write endorsements or allow their personal names, agencies or companies to be used to document product evaluations either individually or collectively.

The work group will not develop any standards or guidelines by which to measure equipment, materials or method, but instead will adhere to current response resource operating criteria listed in Appendix A of Navigation and Vessel Inspection Circular 8-92 dated 9/15/92 and enclosure (1) to NAVICS 7-92, the World Catalog of Oil Spill Response Products and data contained in Chapter 1 through Chapter 7, ASTM committees on oil spill equipment and those federal and state laws, regulations and standards as applicable.

The value of this work group is to provide vendors, inventors, scientists and/or companies a fair and impartial opportunity to demonstrate their product’s effectiveness an compliance with regulations before an oil spill occurs; rather than during a spill when people, time and patience are at a high level of intensity carrying out necessary cleanup requirements.  This would not mean exclusion of product testing during a spill, but encourages pre-testing prior to an actual spill if time, people, and areas for demonstration can be set up.   

