RRT/NWAC WORKGROUP CHARTER 2009

Workgroup: 

Geographic Response Plans

Purpose:

Provide a coordinated forum for the development and maintenance of Geographic Response Plan processes and products in the northwest area. 

Mission Statement:  

Mitigate harm to resources at risk due to releases of oil through the development, testing, and periodic update of tactical geographic response strategies, designed for implementation during the an oil spill.
 
Guidelines:  

Flexibility is provided to the workgroup to modify the objectives to best accomplish the Charter’s mission.

Each workgroup will have a point of contact (POC) from the Steering Committee to assist in coordination between the workgroup and the Steering Committee.  The Steering Committee POC for this workgroup is Don Pettit, OR DEQ (503) 229-5373, pettit.don@deq.state.or.us

The Chair/Co-Chair is responsible for regular communication with the designated Steering Committee POC, including providing meeting minutes, updates, and recommendations in changes to the Northwest Area Contingency Plan (NWACP).

Objectives:

1. Coordinate the development and maintenance of GRPs to ensure consistency of form and content and to promote efficient GRP distribution to response community.

2. Help to educate the spill response community and public on the purpose, limitations, and role of GRPs.

3. Utilize available geographic information relative to the Endangered Species Act, the National Historic Preservation Act, and other State and Federal laws as appropriate in the development of the GRPs.

4. Incorporate information from other workgroups into the development of the GRPs where available and as appropriate.

5. Develop procedures for review/revision and field verification of existing GRPs as required to address changes in risks, targeted resources, and maintain current information on response resources.  

6. Encourage the continued development of inland GRPs.

7. Evaluate lessons learned during actual incidents or exercises and take appropriate actions in the development or revision of GRPs.

8. Incorporate identified economic resources into the GRPs consistent with the policies/guidance present in the National Response Framework and the Northwest Area Contingency Plan.

9. Coordinate the review of sections of the Northwest Area Contingency Plan pertaining to geographic response planning to address necessary changes (including Executive Committee approval where required) within the annual revision schedule.
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