RRTNORTHWEST AREA COMMITTEE MEETING NOTES
30 May, 2018
REGIONAL RESPONSE TEAM 10/NORTHWEST AREA COMMITTEE 
(RRT 10/NWAC)
PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES
0800 – 1630 Wednesday 30 May, 2018
Joe R. Williams Building
700 West State Street
Boise, Idaho 87302

Sign-in sheets can be viewed here.
Safety Briefing, Introductions, Opening Remarks
Mr. Matt Magorrian, United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), welcomed everyone, gave a safety briefing. Ms. Beth Sheldrake, EPA, welcomed all the attendees. CAPT Linda Sturgis, US Coast Guard (USCG) Sector Puget Sound (SPS) welcomed the attendees. Mr. Jeff Rylee, Idaho Office of Emergency Management (IOEM) gave a safety briefing. Introductions were conducted. 
NW Area Contingency Plan Overview and Task Force Update
Ms. Elizabeth Petras, USCG District 13 (D13), gave a presentation on the Northwest Area Committee (NWAC) and Regional Response Team (RRT) 10 including National Contingency Plan (NCP) basics, the makeup of the NWAC and RRT, the Northwest Area Contingency Plan (NWACP), interagency spill coordination, how an On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) can use the NWACP in a response, Geographic Response Plans (GRPs), and the 2018 selected task forces. The presentation can be viewed here.  
The Task Force facilitators provided updates on the work of the task forces so far this year. Mr. Brian Milchak, United States Department of Interior (DOI), gave a presentation on the status of the Tribal Outreach and Technical Training Task Force, including tracking of technical training for tribal members, capacity building resources being developed, updates to the Tribal contact list, working with Tribes to identify potential Tribal Coordination Specialists (TCS), and possible changes to the TCS role text in the NWACP. The presentation can be viewed here. CWO Brandon Todd, USCG SPS, gave an update to the 96-Hour Plan Toolkit Task Force including compilation of templates that support the incident Action Plan (IAP). Ms. Petras gave an update for the Fisheries Management Task Force including compilation of information on fisheries closures. The TF will provide text to augment the current NWACP section that will include commercial and recreational fisheries as well as Tribal fisheries. Ms. Linda-Pilkey Jarvis, Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) gave an update on the Hazardous Materials Risk Task Force, including compilation of top three hazardous materials being transported through the region and how to disseminate this information to the Local Emergency Planning Commissions (LEPCs), an informational slide from a presentation planned to be given to the LEPCs was provided. The slide can be viewed here. CDR Drew Madjeska, USCG Sector Columbia River (SCR), gave an update on the Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) Task Force, including compilation of policies/procedures/standards and plans that are applicable to state and federal partners and instructions for implementing a temporary flight restriction and develop a “typing system” for loading equipment into the WRRL. Ms. Allison O’Brien (DOI) gave an update on the Water Quality Sampling Plan Task Force including information on the short-form and long-form sample plan templates, the receptors will be discussed at the next meeting (June 5).
Overview of Upper Snake River System
Mr. Corey Loveland, US Bureau of Reclamation, gave a presentation on water management on the Upper Snake River water system including the mission of the Bureau of Reclamation, the history of the Bureau of Reclamation, geography of the Upper Snake and Middle Snake Rivers, the work conducted out of the Snake River Area Office, spill response contact information, water operations overview, a summary of operations, outreach activities, a review of the Emergency Action Plans (EAPs) associated with the dams, potential operational scenarios in the event of a spill, and emergency procedures/notification to be conducted in the event of a spill. The presentation can be viewed here.
Andeavor Pipeline Release Case Study Review and 
Mr. Stephen Ball, EPA OSC, Mr. Bobby Dye, Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (IDEQ), and Mr. Brock Carter, Andeavor, gave a presentation on the response in Buhl, Idaho including, background on the release, the response tactics that were employed, use of and process to proceed with in-situ/vegetation burning, metrics of the spill response, logistical considerations, and challenges encountered. The presentation was not available for inclusion.
Idaho Yellow Book, RRTs and Emergency Response Capacity/Capabilities
Mr. Jeff Rylee, Idaho Office of Emergency Management (IOEM), gave a presentation on emergency response capabilities in Idaho including the response authorities, how to activate the State Comms plan, how a response is conducted under the state plan, the Regional Hazardous Materials teams locations and capabilities, and other Idaho response assets available. The presentation can be viewed here.
Tribal Panel Discussion
Mr. John Wheaton, Nez Perce Tribe, gave a presentation on the Nez Perce Tribe including an introduction to the Nez Perce Tribe, their Emergency Response program, the Tribe’s Natural Resources programs which include: Environmental Restoration and Water Management, Cultural Resources, Land Services, Wildlife, Forestry and Fire Management, and Water Resources, the 2015 Clearwater River spill, and a commodity flow study. The presentation can be viewed here.
Clearwater/Lochsa River Geographic Response Plan
Mr. Eric Vanderboom, EPA OSC, and Mr. Dietrich, IDEQ, gave a presentation on the updated Geographic Response Plan (GRP) for the Clearwater/Lochsa River including the timeline for updating the plan, and examples of the site-specific strategies, boat launches, staging areas, and strategy priorities in the GRP. The presentation can be viewed here. Mr. Wheaton outlined the importance of the Clearwater/Lochsa River to the Nez Perce Tribe.
Emergency withdrawal of Petroleum Contaminated Water for Decanting during Emergency Responses
Mr. Mark Dietrich, IDEQ, gave a presentation on decanting during a response including requirements for obtaining a water right from the Idaho Department of Water Resources and efforts to create a Memorandum of Agreement for a temporary water right or an exemption from permitting requirements in the event of a response. The presentation can be viewed here. Ms. Linda Pilkey-Jarvis, Ecology, reported on the status of water rights in Washington which requires obtaining a water right permit if the water will be put to beneficial use; however, if the water is remediated on-site then the assumption is the water will be returned and no permit would be required. There are still questions that need to be answered with regards to water rights permits in Washington State. Mr. Mike Zollitsch, Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (ODEQ) indicated he was not aware of the process or requirements for water permitting in the State of Oregon. Ms. Pilkey-Jarvis suggested adding this topic to a future meeting to determine water use in Oregon and follow-up with Washington, and provide an update for Idaho.
Federal On-Scene Coordinator/State On-Scene Coordinator Reports
Idaho Department of Environmental Quality
Mr. Dietrich gave a briefing of a radiological response that occurred recently at the Idaho National Laboratory and the lesson learned of how to enter a building with a potential radiation source. He also reported on a response where State Police entered a home and began having symptoms and the local fire department entered the home and discovered a tank of nitrogen. During the State Comms call, the IDEQ personnel recognized the name of the deceased and knew they had recently been dismissed from their job at a local water district. Concern was expressed if the employee had potentially committed suicide and contaminated the water source. The water system is currently shut down and the community is consuming water from an outside source.
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality
Mr. Michael Zollitsch, gave a presentation on spill activities since the last meeting: the new State On-Scene Coordinator (SOSC) in the Bend office will be in place beginning July 18, the development of a Continuity of Operations Plan (COOP) (which was submitted 2 May, 2018), updates on the coastal GRPs schedule, and update on the Operations Center (which is similar to WEBEOC), and new information on crude oil exports by vessel leaving the Columbia River to Asia. The presentation can be viewed here.
Washington State Department of Ecology
Mr. David Byers, Ecology, gave a presentation of statistics for 2018 of oils spills greater than 25 gallons released to water by source type, trainings exercises and coordination efforts that were conducted between March 2018 and May 2018, the Okanogan County floods, a fentanyl pill press response, and an attempted chemical suicide. The presentation can be viewed here.
United States Coast Guard Sector Puget Sound
MST1 Chrystin McLelland and CAPT Sturgis reported on responses and activities since the last meeting including the Tug Chief, the Burien grounded vessels, and planning coordination, exercises, and trainings conducted since the previous meeting. The presentation can be viewed here.
United States Coast Guard Sector Columbia River
MSSR2 Shannon McGregor gave a presentation on sector responses and activities that have occurred since the last meeting including the Fishing Vessel Republic, the Fishing Vessel Captain Hook, the Fishing Vessel Kelli J, and a review of trainings exercises/workshops, and planning and coordination efforts. The presentation can be viewed here.
United States Environmental Protection Agency
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ms. Sheldrake and Mr. Ball gave a presentation on EPA responses since the previous meeting including the Queen Anne Lead Paint site, the Buhl release, and a review of trainings exercises/workshops, and planning and coordination efforts. The presentation can be viewed here.
Closing Comments
Mr. Magorrian thanked the attendees for coming to the meeting.
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