Tribal Inclusion in HAZMAT incidents, including Oil Spill Response
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What is the guiding framework for oil

and hazmat spill response?

The National Response System (NRS) is the federal

regulatory framework used to manage all hazardous

materials incidents, including oil spills. Coordination

among tribal, federal, state, and local governments is

mandated. The National Contingency Plan (NCP) is

the regulation governing the NRS which requires

spillers to self-notify when spills occur and ensures

they are held financially responsible for the response.

The NCP also empowers On-Scene Coordinators

(OSCs) to oversee cleanup operations. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) provides OSCs

for inland spills and Coast Guard (USCG) provides OSCs for marine spills. For more information, visit www.nrt.org. Within the Pacific Northwest, the Northwest Area Contingency Plan (NWACP) provides the overall operational structure for response. The NWACP is managed by a group of key stakeholders who form the Northwest Area Committee (NWAC). www.rrt10nwac.com/nwacp.  It is important to understand that spill responses are funded and managed differently than responses to natural disasters, i.e., those emergency responses that are undertaken at the request of tribal and state governments under the Stafford Act.  In contrast, the NCP is triggered by any hazardous materials spill and funding is available to support all response actions.
Why should Tribal Nations participate in oil and hazmat planning/response?
Tribal Nations need to represent their treaty rights, historical issues, and current cultural matters.  This may be accomplished pre-incident at NWAC and RRT meetings or their associated working groups or task forces. During an incident or exercise, this is accomplished by participating in various capabilities within a Unified Command structure.
How do Tribal Nations participate in Planning?
Tribal Nations should consider being an active participant in the RRT/NWAC by attending meetings and participating in task forces that address ACP improvements such as spill response capabilities, Geographic Response Systems, Outreach, etc.  Additionally, Tribal Nations are always welcome to participate in spill exercises that may provide applicable training for spill response that may impact their reservation or established usual and accustomed (U&A) areas.
How do Tribal Nations participate in Response?
Tribes are welcomed and encouraged to be a part of the IC/UC for any spill that impacts a reservation or other tribal lands, a treaty reserved resource, or an established U&A.  Although tribal members and staff may participate in any functional area of an IC/UC structure, they are highly desired as Tribal On-Scene Coordinators. Tribal members may also fill roles in the Planning Section (specifically the Environmental Unit), Logistics Section, Operations Section, Liaison, and Public affairs.
What opportunities are there for training?
FEMA offers online ICS training and publishes the ICS course that are being offered regionally.  Additionally, many agencies conduct ICS training or may be able to tailor “just in time” training for incident responders for both exercises and real incidents.

How am I notified of a spill? 
Notifications are required by law. Procedures vary by location and circumstance. If you have questions on how you will be notified, please contact your State, County or Tribal Emergency Management Office.

Exercises are published on the RRT 10 website www.rrt10nwac.com.

Who pays for a spill?
In the short term, the EPA or USCG, as the Federal On-Scene Coordinator can reimburse the costs of other government agencies through Pollution Removal Funding Authorizations (PRFA). These are issued to Tribal Nations and other government agencies only if they are assigned to work on the response under Unified Command. 

Ultimately, the responsible party is required to pay all valid costs associated with the response.

There is a separate claims process for compensating citizens and businesses for their losses caused by the spill.
Where can I get more information or training on spills in my jurisdiction? Who should I contact?

Begin with the individuals listed as the contacts for the

NW Area Contingency Plan.

www.rrt10nwac. com/nwacp
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